
1-12-2011

AIDS at 30
The promises and 
challenges of HIV treatment 
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1981 – First cases of AIDS reported

Weekly

June 5, 1981 / 30(21);1-3
Epidemiologic Notes and Reports

Pneumocystis Pneumonia --- Los Angeles
In the period October 1980-May 1981, 5 young men, all active homosexuals, were treated for biopsy-confirmed Pneumocystis carinii
pneumonia at 3 different hospitals in Los Angeles, California. Two of the patients died. All 5 patients had laboratory-confirmed previous 
or current cytomegalovirus (CMV) infection and candidal mucosal infection. Case reports of these patients follow.
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AIDS at 30

§ How are we going to get 15 
million people living with HIV 
on treatment by 2015?
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‘There is nothing 
in this whole 
AIDS mess that 
is not political’

Larry Kramer, 1987.
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“Thirty years on, it looks as 
though the plague can now be 
beaten, if the world has the will 
to do so”
The Economist 4 June, 2011
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‘It just takes political will, 
and the will appears to 
be bankrupt’.

Stephen Lewis 
November 28,  2011
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